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Just two years after completing Crime and Punishment, which explored the mind of a murderer,
Fyodor Dostoevsky produced another masterpiece: The Idiot. This time the author portrays a
truly beautiful soul and one of Dostoevsky's greatest characters-Prince Muishkin, a saintly,
Christ-like, yet deeply human figure. The story begins when Muishkin arrives on Russian soil
after a stay in a Swiss sanatorium. Scorned by St. Petersburg society as an idiot for his
generosity and innocence, the prince finds himself at the center of a struggle between a rich,
kept woman and a beautiful, virtuous girl, who both hope to win his affection. Unfortunately,
Muishkin's very goodness seems to bring disaster to everyone he meets. The shocking
denouement tragically reveals how, in a world obsessed with money, power, and sexual
conquest, a sanatorium is the only place for a saint. This version of The Idiot is the translation by
Eva Martin.

About the AuthorFyodor Dostoevsky (1821-1881) was a Russian author whose best-known
works includeNotes from the Underground, Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, and The Brothers
Karamazov.Norman Dietz is a writer, an actor, and a solo performer. He has also performed
frequently on radio and television, and he has recorded over 150 audiobooks, many of which
have earned him awards from AudioFile magazine, the ALA, and Publishers Weekly.
Additionally, AudioFile named Norman one of the Best Voices of the Century.
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P. J. Owen, “A British Social Novel in a Russian Cloak. The Idiot is Prince Myshkin, a twenty-
something man who returns to Russia after spending time in Switzerland, where he was treated
for epilepsy. Myshkin is the embodiment of pure goodness (He is deemed an idiot both for his
epileptic fits and his lack of social graces.) and makes an immediate impression on the wealthy
family he calls on upon arriving in Petersburg. He chooses the Yepanchin's because the
matriarch, Lizaveta Prokofyevna is a distant relative. Though at first on guard to the prince's
overtures, they are enchanted by his innocence and honesty and eventually welcome him into
their lives.The Yepanchin's youngest and most beautiful daughter Aglaya is the first of two
women to form a romantic complication for the prince. The other is Nastasya Filippnova, a
former mistress of an older wealthy man, Totski, who has offered her 75,000 rubles to marry
General Yepanchin's young protégé , Ganya Ardalyonovich. The prince understands that Ganya
doesn't love her and advises Nastasya to not marry him, offering her his own hand instead after
disclosing that he has just inherited a large sum of money. But, filled with so much self-loathing
and unwilling to ruin the prince's life, Nastasya instead runs off with the dark and menacing
Rogozhin, who has himself offered her 100,000 rubles for her hand.From there, there is much
interaction between the characters, with Nastasya going back and forth between Rogozhin and
the prince, and the prince cementing his relationship with the Yepanchin's, especially Aglaya,
and mixing it up with his nemesis, Rogozhin. (Tthe pair form a thinly disguised metaphor for
good versus evil, light versus dark.) Many (too many) characters are introduced, including a
group of young nihilists who try to extort money from the newly wealthy prince. All the while
Dostoyevsky shows in different ways the conflict and confusion inherent in introducing such a
pure-hearted man into a dark and often brutal society. The prince is much given to histrionics
and grandiloquent expressions of emotion, all of which baffles everyone around him. There is a
mixture of respect and disdain for the prince. And while this ambivalence is an artistically
satisfying respnse to the circumstances, I think it hampers the story a little.For example, the
prince has trouble understanding the intentions of the two women who love him, and the reader
would be forgiven for feeling the same. It often seems that Aglaya hates the prince, or at the
very least, finds him as nothing more than a humorous distraction. She's constantly mocking
him. The reader has to trust her mother and sisters when they assure us that this indicates her
love for the prince. As for Nastasya, she's so infrequently depicted in the novel that we can't tell
what she really wants either. It's no wonder the prince is so confused.The prince's character is
another weakness. He's too good. He represents both Christ with his forgiving and
understanding love, as well as the child in man, with his simple view of the world. Besides being
unrealistic, these traits paradoxically make him unsympathetic as a character. When he makes
the mistake of choosing love out of pity (or Christian love) over romantic love, we don't care. Or if
we do, it's because we think he really is an idiot. He's almost autistic in his behavior, and it's
hard to care what happens to him in the end, an ending that can't be good. If I were to describe



this book in one sentence, I'd say The Idiot is a French or British social novel clouded with the
darkness of the Russian psyche.Still, though this isn't Dostoyevsky best, it's worth a read. No
one gets into the human mind like he does, and while this experiment of his wasn't a complete
success, (he too thought it a failure) it is loaded with the usual Dostoyevskian observations
about life and the Russia of his times. (A few observations also show that those times weren't as
far removed from our times as one might think.)As far as the Kindle version, this is the Eva
Martin translation, which isn't one of the better known translations. Still, it seems decent
enough. And besides the usual occasional typo to be expected with the free Kindle books, the
text is fine.”

Fred Provencher, “This book is brilliant and all the more so when you consider how .... This book
is brilliant and all the more so when you consider how well it holds up over time. It does not feel
like a tale from another era. The prose is not stilted and formal but alive and direct. Some of this
could come from the fact that all Dostoyevsky that we read is translated -- no one ever translates
Dickens or Henry James. This is a 19th century novel, but it feels timeless. First it is largely
dialogue. For the first part of the book Dostoyevsky seems to revel in throwing all his characters
in a room and watching the back and forth. For a 19th century Russian novel the narrative is
amazingly contained. The whole book takes place in six months and only changes location a few
times. All the movement is interior as people brood over what to do and what it all means. Yes,
there are asides that would be considered way too long today, but all in all the action moves
forward at a good pace even though there are no wars, chase scenes or ghosts. The center of
the novel, the eponymous "Idiot" is Prince Myshkin or as they would say in the book Prince Lev
Nikolaevich Myshkin (it does take an effort to keep the names straight). He is Dostoyevsky's
attempt to create a truly good, even Christ-like figure. He does not lie, he cannot deceive, his
motives are always pure. He feel the pain of others and seems to see what it really happening in
their soul even when they do not know. But he is not outside the narrative -- he is not a shaman,
monk, holy man or Sensei. He is in the narrative, vulnerable, misunderstood and affected by the
ambitions of all those around him. Two women love him. Everyone is drawn to him when they
meet him though they think he is an idiot because of his epilepsy and his honesty. Even when
they try to double cross him, they cannot. He is in no way strong or threatening, yet people are
driven to confess their lives in his presence. The characters in this tale (whose names are too
long to record here) are unforgettable. They stand for things larger than themselves but they are
still people, filled with mixed emotions and pathos. I consider this book part of the Dostoyevsky
canon along with Brothers Karamasov and Crime and Punishment and I was glad to be able to
read it finally. I have to give a shout out to Audible.com for helping me through the book. The
audio version was excellent and the fact that you can read at night, then pick up the book at the
last spot on audio to listen to in the car, and then be able to go back and read again, was beyond
amazing. With long classic works like this, especially ones with many characters, the
Audible.com addition allowed me to consume the book in larger chunks more consistently. It



almost made shoveling snow worth it. Almost.”

Philip, “Amazing stuff - Anthropological study. The idiot is about a Prince who leaves a mental
institution and tries to fit into society. he is extremely polite, courtious, kind, trusting, honest and
naive. he is surrounded by a group of non-idiots who try to appear smart, clever and all-knowing
but the Prince who is also observant shows them all up as idiots themselves and makes them
question their position in society and the way they act. he challenges their standards and value
systems.Everyone feels inferior after a meeting with the Prince and he is so kind that they always
eventually forgive him. In fact society tries to protect the Prince from any calamity, because if the
Prince fails, the whole of society fails as he is the only one who is upholding the true virtues of
life - being honest, straight-forward and non-manipulative. he has no agenda but to make feel
good about themselves - the best friend you could have.There is a love triangle but typical of
european novels, the end is not always happy.I identified with the main character as (although I
was not mental) i was trusting, naive and sometimes considered wierd or an idiot for the silly
things I liked, but i tried to live a very happy life, even though others would be snarky and try and
bring me down. I was bullied when i was young and in a way so was the Prince (while he was
mental and during the story).I recommend this to anyone. it isn't a hard read. It's actually very
funny at the beginning - reminding me of something Jerry Lewis would be like.”

The book by Christopher Moseley has a rating of 5 out of 4.3. 42 people have provided
feedback.
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